
A Welcome Return to praying together. 

 
Following the government announcement of new public health measures The Path 
Ahead, public worship can resume from Monday 10th May.  This is a very welcome 
announcement as many people have found the last four months of not being able to 
gather with people to pray together and to celebrate Mass in our Churches since St. 
Stephen’s Day very difficult.  
 
We are deeply grateful to those who have sanitised and maintained our churches over 
the last year allowing people to come to our Churches for personal prayer.   In order 
for public worship to resume safely from Monday 10th May we will again be indebted 
to our volunteers who act as stewards/ushers to help us to gather safely in prayer 
while adhering to all the public health recommendations. 
 
Celebration of the Eucharist 
From Monday 10th May we will resume our normal Mass schedule both for weekday 
Masses and Sunday Masses in all our Churches.  Congregations will be limited to a 
capacity of 50 for the immediate future so once more we are asking parishioners who 
can celebrate Mass with us on weekdays to kindly do so, in order to afford others the 
opportunity at the weekend.  Hopefully, working together, everyone will have the 
opportunity to regularly pray with us. 

In order for public worship to resume along the same lines as before Christmas the 
following public health measures will continue to apply: 

+ Please sanitise your hand on entering and leaving the Church. 
+ 2m social distancing guidelines adhered to (members of the same household 

can sit/stand close together) 
+ The wearing of face coverings. 
+ People are asked to wait to be guided by our stewards in finding a seat, 

receiving Holy Communion and leaving the Church. 
+ No gathering of people outside the church before and after Mass. 
+ As with previous reopening for religious service congregational singing and 

choir singing is not permitted. Solo singing with accompanist is permitted 
subject to compliance with detailed guidance contained in HSE Covid-19 
Guidance for Religious Services. 

 
Our 11.00 a.m. Mass from St Mary’s Church will continue to be live-streamed on our parish 
facebook page every Sunday until full congregations are allowed to return to Church. 
 
Funerals 

From 10th May, up to 50 mourners may attend a Funeral Mass.  However, the 
government advises that no related events, either before or after, should not take 
place. 
  
  

https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/religioussettingsguidance/
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/religioussettingsguidance/


Weddings 

From 10th May, up to 50 people can attend the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage in a church. The number allowed to attend any reception afterwards is 
limited to 6 people if it is indoors or 15 people where it takes place outdoors. 
  

Baptisms 

From 10th May, we are allowed to resume the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Baptisms.  We appreciate that many families have had to postpone and delay their 
child’s baptism and will now be anxious to celebrate it as soon as possible.  However, 
in keeping with public health advice, the numbers allowed to attend baptism for the 
immediate future will be limited to immediate family members, to include parents, 
the child’s siblings, godparents and grandparents.    
 

We ask people to be mindful of public health advice around any gatherings that might 
take place associated with baptisms. 
 

Please contact Cathy in the Parish Office if you would like to enquire about baptising 
your child.  Parish Office hours are printed at the foot of the homepage of our website.  
Further information on the celebration of baptism is available on the Sacraments page 
of our website. 
 

Confessions 
We are happy to offer anyone wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism the 
opportunity to do so after the celebration of any of our Masses.  This will be done 
respecting all the public health protocols such as the wearing of face coverings and 
social distancing.  If anyone wishes to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation at a 
time other than after Mass, please contact any of the priests and we will be happy to 
arrange a time to do so. 
 
Celebration of First Communions, Confirmations and First Confessions. 
The government announcement has specifically advised that Confirmations and First 
Holy Communions should not take place at this time.   
 

We hope to coordinate with children’s families and our schools to celebrate First 
Confessions during the month of May, respecting the limit of 50 people for each 
celebration. 
 

Once the government lifts the restrictions on the celebration of Confirmations and 
First Holy Communions, we will seek to consult with families and schools as to when 
they might be best celebrated. 
 

Outdoor Worship 

Outdoor worship is not permitted at this time in line with Government restrictions on 
organised outdoor gatherings. 
  

Use of Churches for any other purposes/parish activities. 
This is not permitted in line with Government restrictions on organised indoor 
gatherings. 
 

As public health advice changes, we will keep you informed of any changes that affect our 
parish services.   

 
 


